Nuclear Regulatory Commission

(d) When discharging a debt, the NRC
shall request that litigation counsel re-
lease any liens of record securing the
debt.

[67 FR 30323, May 6, 2002]

Subpart E—Referral of a Claim

§15.61 Prompt referral.

(@) The NRC shall promptly refer
debts that are subject to aggressive
collection activity (as described in sub-
part B of this part) and that cannot be
compromised, or debts on which collec-
tion activity cannot be suspended or
terminated, to DOJ for litigation.
Debts for which the principal amount
exceeds $1,000,000, or such other
amount as the Attorney General may
direct, exclusive of interest and pen-
alties, must be referred to the Civil Di-
vision or other division responsible for
litigating such debts at DOJ, Wash-
ington, DC. Debts for which the prin-
cipal amount is $1,000,000 or less, or
such other amount as the Attorney
General may direct, exclusive of inter-
est or penalties, must be referred to
the DOJ’s Nationwide Central Intake
Facility, as required by the CCLR in-
structions. Debts will be referred as
early as possible, consistent with the
NRC’s aggressive collection activity
and well within the one year of the
NRC’s final determination of the fact
and the amount of the debt.

(b) DOJ has exclusive jurisdiction
over the debts referred to in paragraph
(a) of this section. The NRC shall ter-
minate the use of any administrative
collection activities to collect a debt
when the debt is referred to DOJ. The
NRC shall advise the DOJ of the collec-
tion activities it used and the results.
The NRC shall refrain from having any
contact with the debtor and shall di-
rect all inquiries to DOJ. The NRC
shall immediately notify DOJ of any
payments credited to the debtor’s ac-
count after the account has been re-
ferred to DOJ. DOJ shall notify NRC in
a timely manner of any payments it re-
ceives from the debtor.

[67 FR 30324, May 6, 2002]

§15.65

The NRC may refer a debtor’s firm
written offer of compromise, which is

Referral of a compromise offer.

§15.67

substantial in amount, to the Civil Di-
vision or other appropriate litigating
division in DOJ using a CCLR accom-
panied by supporting data and particu-
lars concerning the debt.

[67 FR 30324, May 6, 2002]

§15.67 Referral to the Department of
Justice.

(a) Unless excepted by DOJ, the NRC
shall complete the CCLR accompanied
by a Certificate of Indebtedness, to
refer all administratively uncollectible
claims to the DOJ for litigation.

(b) The NRC shall indicate the ac-
tions it wishes DOJ to take regarding
the referred claim on the CCLR.

(c) Before referring a debt to DOJ for
litigation, the NRC shall notify each
person determined to be liable for the
debt that, unless the debt can be col-
lected administratively, litigation may
be initiated. This notification must
comply with Executive Order 12988 (3
CFR, 1996 Comp., pp 157-163) and may
be given as part of a demand letter or
as a separate document.

(d) The NRC shall preserve all files
and records that DOJ may need to
prove the claim in court.

(e) The NRC may ordinarily not refer
for litigation claims of less than $2,500,
exclusive of interest, penalties, and ad-
ministrative charges, or such other
amount as the Attorney General shall
from time to time prescribe.

(f) The NRC may not refer claims of
less than the minimum amount unless:

(1) Litigation to collect a smaller
claim is important to ensure compli-
ance with NRC'’s policies and programs;

(2) The claim is being referred solely
to secure a judgment against the debt-
or, which will be filed as a lien against
the debtor’s property under 28 U.S.C.
3201 and returned to the NRC for en-
forcement, or

(3) The debtor has the clear ability to
pay the claim, and the Government ef-
fectively can enforce payment, with
due regard for the exemptions avail-
able to the debtor under state and Fed-
eral law and the judicial remedies
available to the Government.

[67 FR 30324, May 6, 2002]
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